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
What is “Pray for the Summer”?

Pray for the Summer was born out of a desire to support residential youth and children’s work with prayer. This year, about 50,000 young people will be involved in a Christian residential experience. We know from years gone by how powerfully God uses this work in young people’s lives; we also know the hurdles and potential dangers which leaders face in making it happen.

Christian residential youth work is, like any Christian work, a project with more than merely a human dimension. We know that we will encounter opposition as we do the Lord’s work, and prayer is a vital part of our support.

The aims of Pray for the Summer are:


to encourage individuals and groups to pray for the work going on this summer,


to inform Christians about the scope and scale of residential youth work so that they can become active partners in the ministry through: prayer, giving, joining a team.
You can use this Prayer Pack in a number of different ways to help you to pray. 


Some background about CCI

CCI is…an association of Christian organisations and individuals involved in camps, conference and outdoor centre ministries, providing members with fellowship and mutually beneficial services which enable them to accomplish more effectively the unique work to which God has called them. It was established in the UK in 1986 and CCI worldwide currently operates in over 50 countries.

Christian residential holidays provide a wonderful opportunity for tens of thousands of children and young people each year to hear the Good News of Jesus, in a fun, challenging and enjoyable environment. Over the years they have proved to be a wonderful tool which God has used to bring people into a saving knowledge of Himself. Over a million people each year benefit from time spent at a CCI member centre, organisation or holiday.

If you would like leaflets and flyers about the ministry that CCI in supporting over 250 individuals and organisations carrying out this ministry in the UK then please contact us at: 
Contact:    Jim Hammett
Address:   CCI, 2 Leon House, Queensway, Bletchley, Bucks MK2 2SS

Telephone: 01908 641641

E-mail:    jim@cci.org.uk  

Website:   www.cci.org.uk or www.prayforthesummer.co.uk 

Fasting

If you find fasting useful to help you to pray, we would encourage you to do so. Many Christians through history have found that following the biblical example of fasting has helped to focus their prayer. You may find it helpful as a sign of our total dependence on God as we ask him to make this summer’s work fruitful.


What you will find inside this Pack

Background information: above you will find some information about CCI and the thinking behind Pray For The Summer.

Areas and pointers for prayer: we cover various areas which we would like you to pray for, and detail some pointers in each area to help you to direct your prayers. We hope that these will inspire you as you pray. 

Ideas: the idea of running a group prayer session and inviting people from your church might daunt you – we have provided some ideas and guidelines which you might find useful.

Powerpoint: you will find a powerpoint presentation you can download and show with a variety of images and prayer pointers. 
Leaflets: there are free leaflets available from CCI entitled ‘CCI and You’. Order these from the CCI Office. 


How to use this Prayer Pack

As an individual

You might be involved yourself in such work, you might know someone who is, or you might be a regular supporter. You might have heard about Pray for the Summer on the grapevine, and decided to find out more. Whatever your position, this Pack will inform you so that you can pray specifically. We hope that reading through the information here will inspire you to pray.

There may be others in your church with whom you could join to pray; why not arrange to spend a couple of hours on June 11th or 12th in your church or in your home, and issue a general invitation to church members to join you?

With a small group

You might have formed a small group of people by issuing an invitation in your church, or you may have a training weekend for a team of people actually involved in running a holiday. You might have a church prayer meeting where you can use some of the ideas and information contained in this Pack.

In your church

You might want to encourage the whole of your church to pray, and include specific prayer during your services on June 12th. There is plenty of information in this Pack for you to draw on, and we hope that your church leader will be receptive to the idea.

Ideas for running a prayer session for a group 

Here are some ideas which might help you to think of some different ways of putting a session together. Different people pray in different ways, and different things keep different people’s attention, so try to incorporate a variety of styles.

If these suggestions help you, do use them – if they prompt you to think of other things which will work better in your situation, go ahead.


silent prayer

to guide people’s prayers you could put information on powerpoint, or on sheets of paper to hand round, or read out information then leave silence for people to pray


quiet music

enables some people to relax; you could have a few minutes at some point with music playing and personal prayer


visual imagery

stimulates some people; if you have photographs of your involvement in these holidays for example, you might like to use them with your group. Use powerpoint or display boards. 

different sized groups

pray in pairs or small groups (3-4), or as a whole group (however many you have!)


graffiti wall

get a sheet of lining paper or something similar, and some marker pens, and suggest that people write prayers or praise


pray specifically

use websites to the various organisations to be specific in your praying - it doesn’t matter that you don’t know the people; God does!

if you are using this Pack with a team during a training weekend for example, you might like to pray specifically for those young people booked in for this summer, and/or for those who were there last year


movement

keeps people’s attention – you could for example set up a number of stations round a room, perhaps using the Powerpoint download and get the group to divide up and start at different points, moving round every few minutes to the next prayer station.

News item to put in your church magazine or newsletter. 
Edit as you want:

www.prayforthesummer.co.uk
Sunday 12th June 2011 is a national day of prayer for children and young people who are going away on a Christian summer holiday. Pray for the Summer is a UK wide campaign run every year to encourage us all to pray for the estimated 50,000+ young people who are attending Christian holidays around the UK.

This year we will be getting involved! We will be having a dedicated time of prayer for this topic and will be using PowerPoint slides available on the CCI website to guide us.

 

If you can’t make it but would still like to pray, ask God for:

· The Gospel to be clearly proclaimed in word and action at each holiday event

· Young people to respond to the claims that Jesus makes

· Safety in travel, activities, relationships and on days out from the site

· The community atmosphere at every venue  - to be a ‘taste of heaven’  

This is a fantastic opportunity for many young people to hear the Gospel, so let’s get excited about supporting those organisations running events by supporting them in prayer. For more information go to www.prayforthesummer.co.uk . 
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